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TOTAH and Rail Curatorial Projects present Singing in Unison: Artists Need to Create On the
Same Scale That Society Has the Capacity to Destroy, a group exhibition unfolding across multiple
New York City venues, curated by Phong Bui and Cal McKeever. This is the first time the gallery has
collaborated and hosted an external curatorial project. This exhibition supports the Rail's continued
efforts to provide an independent and critical forum for visual arts, culture, and politics.

Having witnessed two ruptures -- the pandemic and the ongoing crisis of our social and political condition,
implemented in part by those who deploy technology and social media to create chaos and anxiety for self-
serving purposes -- the Brooklyn Rail responded by swiftly launching the New Social Environment (NSE) daily
Zoom lunchtime conversation series. The NSE has now completed over 560 episodes and has reached a
viewership of more than two million since the first program on March 17th, 2020. It cultivates thoughtful
discussions of pertinent topics in the arts, humanities, and sciences and values the amplification of “social
intimacy”—in contrast to “social distancing”—through culture. The NSE, like the Rail itself, is freely available
to all and aspires to help heal our social and political ills through the arts and the humanities.

As an extension of this important communal action, the Rail now feels a great sense of urgency to
create an exhibition that will unfold over a period of several months and will bring
together many different kinds of practices, styles, and voices. As we slowly emerge from
the pandemic, this timely exhibition is a celebration of hope for the future, in a similar spirit to
the critically-praised monumental exhibition Come Together: Surviving Sandy in  2013. The
unifying idea behind this wide-ranging and inclusive exhibition is suggested by its title,
Singing in Unison: Artists Need to Create On the Same Scale That Society Has the Capacity to
Destroy.

This exhibition is inspired by an underlying philosophy that runs through American history
and advocates for “the art of joining” as a sociocultural process that can mediate
the disequilibrium  within  American politics and culture. Spread across eleven venues, the
exhibition will combine works of art made by artists who were formally trained with works by artists
who were self-taught, including incarcerated artists and artists who struggle with mental
illness. Among the participating artists, many urgent themes and topics such as gender, ethnicity,
and the limits of knowledge will be prominently featured.

Participating Artists: Eddie Arning, Tony Bechara, Lynda Benglis, Vivien Bittencourt, Andrew Blythe,
Lauren Bon, Cecily Brown, Phong H. Bui, Mara De Luca, Mark di Suvero, Aleksandar  Duravcevic,
Rico Gatson, Tamara Gonzales, Guy Goodwin, William Hawkins, Kim Jones, Jon Kessler,
Matvey Levenstein, Vera Lutter, Clem McCarthy, Andrew Moeller, Loren Munk, Ishmael Randall-
Weeks, David Reed, Dorothea Rockburne, Julia Rommel, Ugo Rondinone, Clifford Ross, Ethan
Ryman, Richard Serra, and Bob Witz.

Each venue of the exhibition will be dedicated to a friend the Rail has recently lost as a tribute and
form of living memory to their lasting contributions. TOTAH's iteration remembers Dan

Graham (1942 - 2022).

For further information please contact info@davidtotah.com or visit brooklynrail.org
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